The growth of the Journal currently points to quarterly publication as soon as the amount of acceptable material warrants that frequency. but will be paced in accordance with the quality of manuscripts relative to research development in the profession. (p. 11) It is easy to forget that, initially, the Journal was published only twice a year.
In a relatively short period, OT]R has been able to expand to six issues annually. What has been responsible for this dramatic expansion? In a word, excellence. The Journal quickly established itself as a serious scientific publication and, as a result, began to attract quality manuscripts from researchers in occupational therapy and related disciplines. Seven years later, the number and quality of manuscripts submitted to the Journal continue to increase. The ability of theJournal to attract and publish quality research has many positive implications. The immediate beneficiaries of the research published in OT]R are the practicing therapists, educators, and students who read it; ultimately, the beneficiaries are the consumers of occupational therapy services.
The goal of research in an applied discipline such as occupational therapy is to enhance and refine the knowledge base relevant to practice so that consumers receive the best available treatment. Scientific publications in journals such as OT]R act as the conduit that makes the entire research process something more than an esoteric form of academic entertainment. Day (1983) accurately observed that "Scientific research is not complete until the results have been published" (p. 158). Publication, however, is not the termination of the process. The flow of research information in a service-based discipline must not be linear-from research to practice-but circular: from practice to research to practice. Without quality scientific journals, the epistemological circle cannot be closed and practice will not evolve in a scholarly, disciplined manner. For their efforts in establishing OT]R as an integral link in the empirical cycle of practice-research-practice, thefield of occupational therapy owes Dr. Christiansen and the OT]R editorial staff a large debt of professional gratitude.
During this rite of passage, it seems appropriate to review and reaffirm the purpose of the Journal as outlined in the Aim and Scope Statement. The primary purpose of OT]R is to provide a dynamic medium for the communication of scholarly writings with potential significance for the field of occupational therapy. The Journal publishes original manuscripts pertaining to the effect of activity on the human organism, particularly as such activity is applied in a health-related context to prevent disability and to maintain or restore optimal human function or performance.
Primary consideration will be given to submitted manuscripts that meet the following criteria:
• Demonstrate the value and efficacy of occupational therapy procedures or services through well-executed studies using appropriate methodology and analysis;
• Describe new occupational therapy assessment or evaluation approaches or address the standardization, reliability, validity, or innovative application of existing measures;
• Advance the conceptual base of occupational therapy practice through descriptive research that bears upon the validity of current theories;
• Propose new theories or paradigms that explain or organize existing data in useful ways; or
• Relate to the education of occupational therapy practitioners, particularly as such articles suggest improvements in the educational process on the basis of empirical research.
Scholarly dialogue is encouraged through invited commentary and letters to the Editor. Occasionally, the Journal will invite discussants to critique accepted manuscripts, and such commentary will follow designated articles. Readers are welcome to submit thoughtful letters to the Editor that pertain specifically to research published in the Journal. Selected letters will be published in subsequent issues. Other features include "Briefs," amplified abstracts of completed theses or unpublished research projects; book, monograph, and journal reviews; "Published Elsewhere," a listing of recently published articles of potential interest to occupational therapy researchers; and "Technical Notes," a feature that includes information on methodological and data analysis issues of particular interest to occupational therapy practitioners and researchers. The Editor of the Journal is responsible for compilation and publication of these materials.
A profession's research journal provides a forum that molds empirical opinion and scientific habit. The Editor is a key participant in this process. Issues raised in a discipline's research journal often evolve into items on the professional agenda of change. Clearly, the Founding Editor provided an excellent role model for future growth of both the Journal and the profession. The success of the Journal, however, is not the result of strictly individual efforts; rather, it reflects the scientific and scholarly advancement of the profession. That is something for which we should all take credit and of which we should all be proud.
